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"Our perspective on the MENA region
is not limited to energy policies"

Interview with H.E. Olaf Scholz,
Federal Chancellor of Germany, by Helene Rang, NUMOV

he MENA region has been experiencing

an increase in attention and interest
from Germany over the past months. In
particular, the Russian war against Ukraine
has necessitated Germany to diversify its
energy suppliers. How does the government
look at the region overall?

The Russian war of aggression against Ukraine
has highlighted the importance of peace and
stability in our neighbourhood as well as diver-
sification. As you rightly point out, a stronger
energy cooperation with different countries in
the region will help us reduce dependencies
on Russia. It should also contribute to the
global transition to renewable energies. However,
our perspective on the MENA region is not

limited to energy policies. We aim to enhance our
relationships in a number of fields.

High-ranking bilateral meetings have included
those with Egypt, Oman, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates. What potentials for enhanced
cooperation do you see with these countries?

In addition to energy cooperation, climate
change is an important priority. COP27 takes
place in Egypt this year, COP28 in the United
Arab Emirates next year. In order to promote
the implementation of the Paris climate agree-
ment, we need to move quickly. At the same
time, countries in the region are important
trade and investment partners. We want to step
up our cooperation. In addition, an enhanced

continued on page 10




