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First visit of a 
German Foreign Minister 
in Iraq after 22 years

by Ludwig Schulz

H. E. Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, German Minister of Foreign Affairs, giving a present to 

Iraqi Prime Minister H.E. Nouri al-Maliki

stabilising the country in recent months," Stein-

meier told reporters before leaving for Iraq. "My

visit shows that we want to support the new Iraq

as it moves towards consolidating democracy

and the peaceful balance between religion and

ethnicity."

Germany has in fact a lot to catch up: the post-

war economic relations leave room for improve-

ment, in 2007 the exchange of goods reached a

mere € 360.6 mn. Exports were mainly electro-

nics and machinery, amounting to € 319 mn and

imports were almost exclusively crude oil, amo-

unting to € 41.5 mn. Germany ranks far behind

other countries in foreign exports to Iraq: 

Ties between Iraq and Germany have become

notably stronger in the beginning of the year

2009. In 2008 already the German Federal Mini-

ster of Economics and Technology and German

officialls as well as a large business delegation of

NUMOV had visited Iraq and the Iraqi Kurdistan

Region for the first time in two decades. In the

beginning of this year relations were perceivably

intensified, when H. E. Dr. Frank-Walter Stein-

meier visited Baghdad and Erbil - the first Ger-

man Foreign Minister to visit the country in 22

years. His two-day visit on February 16th and

17th, 2009 gave evidence to the trust and support

Germany wishes to administer to political and

socio-economic development in Iraq. "The Iraqi

government has achieved important successes in


