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Saudi-German Relationship

H.H. King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud presents Saudi
economic reforms in Germany

by Natascha Braumann

H.H. King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and King of Saudi Arabia

H. King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud,

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and
King of Saudi Arabia, visited Berlin from the 7t-
9t November 2007. During this time, he met with
numerous German representatives, inclu-
ding Germany’s President H.E. Horst ~ Kohler,
H.E. Chancellor Angela Merkel, Foreign Minis-
ter H.E. Frank-Walter Steinmeier and the
mayor of Berlin, Klaus Wowereit. It was the first
official visit of a Saudi King to Germany since the
visit of H.H. King Khaled in 1980.
H.H. King Abdullah had come to Germany at the
invitation of H.E. Chancellor Angela Merkel, who

herself had visited Saudi Arabia in February
2007. During their discussions, both emphasized
the excellent bilateral relations between
Germany and Saudi Arabia, as well as their
desire to see their cooperation strengthened in
the future, particularly in the economic domain.
Germany imported Saudi goods worth 1.61
billion Euros in 2006, some 77.9% of it Saudi oil.
However, Germany only meets 3% of its oil
needs through imports from Saudi Arabia. Other
Saudi exports to Germany are mainly made up
by machinery and plastics. The volume of Saudi
exports to Germany has risen sharply in recent
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