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H.E. Hoshyar Zebari, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Iraq 

and H.E. Rainer Brüderle, Federal Minister of Economics and Technology

The economic relationship between Germany

and Iraq has risen to a new peak: The

bilateral trade volume between both countries

has increased by 62.5% last year and

has reached a volume of more than EUR 1bn

in 2011. Therefore, the perspectives for

more intensive engagement of the German

business community seem to be brighter than

ever since 2003. 

This was one of the results of a visit by H.E.

Hoshyar Zebari, Foreign Minister of the

Republic of Iraq, to Germany in May 2011,

where he met his German counterpart, H.E. Dr.

Guido Westerwelle and H.E. Dr. Rainer

Brüderle, Federal Minister of Economics and

Technology and conducted outstanding talks in

Berlin. 

For instance, H.E. Hoshyar Zebari and H.E. Dr.

Rainer Brüderle emphasised the strong and

long-lasting relationship between both countries

and the strong engagement in economics and

politics, which both countries have intensified

over the last years.Therefore, H.E. Zebari out-

lined the positive image the German economy

still has in Iraq and described the huge poten-

tial his country can offer, especially for German

investors. In this regard, H.E. Dr. Brüderle

explained that the economic relations under-

went huge improvements since 2003 and high-

lighted several fields of further bilateral cooper-

ation in the foreseeable future. He noted that

“the relationship between Iraq and Germany in

the economic sector is excellent”. 
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